THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
world, for that purpose, and one of the conditions of
the negotiations at the moment is that the very body
which has been set up to try and substitute methods of
conciliation for methods of bloodshed should not be
called in at all. Signor Mussolini said: "If the League
of Nations is brought in, I do not appear." They had
accepted that, and immediately that was accepted they
wiped the League out as an authority on peace and war.
'The very country whose integrity and independence
have been challenged has been ruled out from a confer-
ence that is discussing its very existence as an inde-
pendent state. . . . What are they discussing? Are
they discussing how they are to prevent Signor Musso-
lini from destroying the independence of a friendly
power which is a Member of the League? Not at alL
They are just discussing what measure of economic
and strategic and political control can be given to Italy
without war. How they can deliver Abyssinia on the
cheap to Italy-that is the question which is being
discussed.'
But we did something more, something which at
this date seems completely incredible in its fatuousness
and injustice. At Italy's request we imposed an
embargo upon the export of arms to Abyssinia. Thus,
at a time when Italy was feverishly pouring armies
into Africa for the purpose of conquering Abyssinia,
we showed our 'impartiality' by applying an embargo
*to both parties5, an embargo which, while it did not
even embarrass Italy, made it impossible for Abyssinia
to acquire the means of defence.
The Italian demand that we should refuse licences
for the export of arms to Abyssinia happened to be a
breach of our obligation in the 1930 arms traffic treaty
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